
 

 MAYOR ’S  MESSAGE  

The City of Highwood’s Official Publication 

Happy Holidays,   
 

    As we head into another winter and towards 2020, I continue to be impressed 

by the popularity of our community; our events, our businesses, and our 

opportunities. Things look bright for our little gem on Lake Michigan and as usual 

I love keeping everyone updated on what’s happening since our last newsletter. 

Listed below are a few hot topics: 
  
Pumpkin Fest 2019:  thanks Celebrate Highwood for another successful Pumpkin 

Fest.  Thank You to all of the volunteers that continue to give their time and 

energy to this truly unique festival.  Please consider helping out next year.     
 

Audit Complete:  the City is audited annually by an outside accounting firm, BKD 
Ltd.  The annual audit is a third party examination of the prior fiscal year for any 
anomalies or irregularities. The Audit also provides the City Council and staff with 
valuable direction to improve internal controls and to comply with ever-changing 
state and federal regulations relative to municipal finance.  A few highlights of 
the City’s excellent financial position:  
 

 The City’s Auditor reported a “clean” audit, meaning the financial statements 

were “fairly presented the respective financial position of governmental 

activities”.  In other words, the financials were accurate and correct. 

 Expenses were $242,624 less than revenues and expenditures were under 

budget by $168,081.  This indicates a continued focus on managing costs 

while maintaining an appropriate revenue stream to provide city services and 

incentivize development.  

 The General Fund reported a fund balance this year of $2,102,406.  The 

Council is committed to ensuring that surplus funds are returned to the 

community in the form of capital projects and 

other long term investments. 

 Also of note, August 2019 sales tax receipts set 

a new all-time record in Highwood. 
 

New Businesses:  the City welcomes several new 

restaurants and businesses including:  Fresh Carry 

Out Café’ 320 Green Bay Road, Himalayan Sherpa 

Kitchen (coming to replace the Curry Hut), Inca 

Peru Peruvian Kitchen 760 Sheridan Road, and AK 

Nails, 742 Sheridan.   
Continued on page  2 
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http://celebratehighwood.org/
http://www.cityofhighwood.org/DocumentCenter/View/737/Highwood-Annual-Financial-Report-For-FY2019
http://www.bkd.com/
http://www.bkd.com/
http://www.swalco.org/
https://www.audubon.org/
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Cont. from page 1 

 
New residential project 546 Green Bay Road:  The City Council recently ap-

proved a planned unit development for five story residential development of 

40 total units at 546 Green Bay Road. The development includes 32 interior 

parking spaces, balconies, and a complementary color of 

brick. 

 

Free Trees: the City of Highwood and the Chicago Region 

Trees Initiative are collaborating together through a Great Lakes Restoration Initia-

tive to plant trees in Highwood next spring. It’s FREE to participate.  We will provide 

the trees, supplies, and lead the planting. All you need to do is commit to watering 

the new tree in front of your home between May and October Click here to          

participate.   

 
Please Make the 2020 Census Count:  The coming US 2020 Census count is 

directly related to how much money the State of Illinois returns to the City 

of Highwood from state income and motor fuel taxes.  These funds are used to pave roads, 

maintain street lights and sidewalks, improve parks, and pay for police and other services.  

So… make sure you participate when asked to do so.  There are also jobs available:  work for 

the US 2020 Census.  Go here for job information. 

 

   Check out our website, Facebook , public meetings broadcast on YouTube and please feel free to send 

in your thoughts or attend a City Council meeting.  Also, please sign up for notifications on the City’s    

website!   Have a wonderful holiday season.  Enjoy the winter and please help others when you can. 

(Especially shoveling SNOW!)     
 

My blessings, and have a great winter,  

 Charlie Pecaro 
Mayor 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFgrMxCm5x6ZBwlvJVlqLv8J0aH7HPPZzNKZa2YrOiPWPigA/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFgrMxCm5x6ZBwlvJVlqLv8J0aH7HPPZzNKZa2YrOiPWPigA/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1
https://www.census.gov/en.html
https://2020census.gov/en/jobs.html
http://www.cityofhighwood.org
https://www.facebook.com/cityofhighwood/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCkVTWa9RNBfmhx-4epXThw
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFgrMxCm5x6ZBwlvJVlqLv8J0aH7HPPZzNKZa2YrOiPWPigA/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1
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The Highwood Police Department reminds shoppers of to be careful shopping 

S a f e  S h o p p i n g  O n l i n e  T i p s  

 P O L I C E  D E P A R T M E N T  

W i n t e r  D r i v i n g  T i p s  

https://www.pcmag.com/feature/364896/14-tips-for-safe-online-shopping/2
http://www.cityofhighwood.org/index.aspx?nid=198
https://www.fbi.gov/investigate/cyber
http://www.cityofhighwood.org/index.aspx?nid=189
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    Winter is here!  We wanted to take a 

moment to remind everyone of the 

wonderful programs we have available 

at the Highwood Rec Center.  From   

basketball to theater, there is         

something for everyone!   

 

   In addition, we are a wonderful venue 

for birthday parties, baby showers, and 

most gatherings.  Feel free to contact us 

with any questions about program 

dates, times, or rental rates, call:    

847-432-6633. 

 R E C R E A T I O N  C E N T E R  

W i n t e r  a t  t h e  R e c  C e n t e r  

Book Your  

Children’s Birthday 

Parties at the Highwood 

 Rec Center! 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Rec Center Closed For  

Floor Resurfacing 

December 20th- January 3rd  

GROUP FITNESS 

Group Fitness 

Powercore Pilates 

Contact Dave Sternshein 

Dave.cycle.pilates@gmail.com 

Zumba with Mercedes 

Sundays and Wednesdays 

847-571-0466 

 

PROGRAMS 
Basketball 

Finish Strong Athletic  
www.finishstrongathletics.com 

Highwood Small Fry   

www.highwoodsmallfry.org 

847-604-4355 

Youth Soccer 

Little Legends  Ages 3-8  

www.llsoccer.com  Tony Youhanna  

847-530-5386 

Martial Arts 

Chu’s Dragon Academy Taekwondo  

Contact Master Chu 312-415-6387 

Brasa Jiu Jitsu of Highwood 

Contact Aditya 630-335-3855 

  

Theater, Drama, and Dance 

The Performer’s School 

www.theperformersschool.com 

Theater camps available! 

http://cityofhighwood.org/index.aspx?nid=198
http://www.cityofhighwood.org/index.aspx?nid=198
https://www.llsoccer.com/
http://www.theperformersschool.com/
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 P A R T N E R  S P O T L I G H T  -  S W A L C O   

 

R E C Y C L I N G  G U I D E L I N E S  

Please take the time to learn how to recycle specific 

items within Lake County. 

 

6 0 %  R E C Y C L I N G  T A S K F O R C E  

The 2009 Solid Waste Management Plan Update,        

approved by the Lake County Board on April 13, 2010, 

contains a recommendation that requires both Lake 

County and SWALCO to convene a task force and     

appoint members to address the goal of increasing     

recycling in Lake County. 

 

B U S I N E S S  E L E C T R O N I C S   

R E C Y C L I N G  

The Solid Waste Agency of Lake County (SWALCO) 

provides opportunities for residents to recycle their  

broken or unwanted electronics through an extensive 

network of drop off locations operating throughout 

Lake County. 

C L O T H I N G  &  T E X T I L E S  

It is estimated that nearly 85% of all clothing and textiles end up in landfills in the U.S. today. 

 

C O M M E R C I A L  H A U L I N G  O R D I N A N C E  

In 2014 State legislation was enacted that amended the authority of municipalities to enter into exclusive 

franchise contracts for waste and recycling services for local businesses and institutions. 

 

E L E C T R O N I C S  R E C Y C L I N G  

The SWALCO Residential Electronics Recycling Program supports four collection locations within Lake 

County.   

 

H O U S E H O L D  C H E M I C A L  W A S T E  ( H C W )  

Household Chemical Waste (HCW) is a term used to describe a variety of 

chemical products found in a household that have toxic or hazardous char-

acteristics. 

 

P H A R M A C E U T I C A L  D I S P O S A L  O P T I O N S  

 

R E U S E - A - S H O E  P R O G R A M  

Every year, across the globe, millions of pairs of shoes end up in landfills or 

disposed of in some way,    creating a lot of waste.  

 

H O L I D A Y  L I G H T S  R E C Y C L I N G  

 

   The Solid Waste Agency of Lake County 
(SWALCO) was formed in 1991 to            

implement the Lake County Solid Waste 
Management Plan, and currently is comprised 

of members from 45 municipalities,           
including Lake County and Great Lakes 

NTC, representing approximately 85% of the 
county's population. 

 
  In 2014, the SWALCO Board approved the 

5 year update to the plan. The 2014 plan    
update set a 60% recycling goal for 2020. 

Lake County is currently recycling 48% of its 
municipal waste. Achieving the 60% goal 

will require SWALCO's members to continue 
exploring and enhancing recycling programs 
and implementing more programs to divert 
food scraps and other organic material from 

final disposal.   See all of the SWALCO    
programs with links on this page. 

http://www.swalco.org/
http://www.swalco.org/153/Recycling-Guidelines
http://www.swalco.org/195/60-Recycling-Taskforce
http://www.swalco.org/160/Business-Electronics-Recycling
http://www.swalco.org/160/Business-Electronics-Recycling
http://www.swalco.org/187/Clothing-Textiles
http://www.swalco.org/190/Commercial-Hauling-Ordinance
http://www.swalco.org/159/Electronics-Recycling
http://www.swalco.org/164/Household-Chemical-Waste-HCW
http://www.swalco.org/168/Pharmaceutical-Disposal-Options
http://www.swalco.org/182/Reuse-A-Shoe-Program
http://www.swalco.org/303/Holiday-Lights-Recycling
http://www.swalco.org/
https://swalco.recyclebycity.com/waste-management-recycling/guide


S p a c e  H e a t e r s  N e e d  S p a c e   

F I R E  D E P A R T M E N T  C O N T I N U E D  

The Highwood Historical Society (HHS) has one of the largest memberships of 
any historical society in Lake County with more than 275 members. The HHS is 
committed to preserving Highwood's unique history. We collect memorabilia, 
news articles and items important to preserving Highwood’s history.  

We recently held an exciting and     
memorable "Weddings in Highwood" 
exhibit. It included over 200 photos and 
items from current and former residents 
as well as 15 wedding dresses and men's 
outfits that represented clothing from 1925 to the 1990's. Look for more 
of these type of exhibits in the year to come. The history of Highwood's 
businesses has been suggested-we have had a diverse and interesting 
range of local stores and companies that that have shaped our            
community. Check your files for photos and items that will make this   
exhibit interesting and fun for all to see. We welcome everyone's input.  

Next on the agenda is a Bingo fund raiser scheduled for Buffo's on Saturday. March 23 - 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. This 
will be a fundraiser for HHS. On December 11th we hold our holiday dinner and annual raffle which is another 
way to raise needed funds to pay for expenses occurred to provide Highwood with its museum and special 
events that involve, educate, and share Highwood's diverse history. HHS welcomes everyone to our events. HHS 
has no staff and we operate with a wonderful group of dedicated Board members that provide support and     
assistance as needed.  

A strong membership is key to a strong and successful organization. We 
are happy to answer genealogy questions as well as requests on past 
Highwood events, businesses, sports activities, and people that have 
made a difference in Highwood. Let's continue to work together to    
preserve our 150+ years of history.  

 

Teta Minuzzo, Past HHS President/ Archivist  
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H I G H W O O D  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E  

Consider joining the Highwood Chamber of Commerce, membership benefits include: 

 Chamber referrals and networking. 

 Marketing/Advertising. 

 Access to membership mailing list for labels. 

 Host networking mixers and events at your business. 

 Celebrate business  anniversaries and ribbon cuttings. Be included in social media 
and press coverage. 

 Have your business included on our website and highlighted in the Chamber 
Community Guide. 

http://www.highwoodhistoricalsociety.com/index.html
http://buffos.com/
http://www.highwoodchamber.com/
http://www.highwoodchamber.com/
http://www.highwoodhistoricalsociety.com/
highwoodhistoricalsociety.com


The Highwood Public Library provides a multitude of community and library services. The first 
page of their newsletter shown below.  Click here for their complete newsletter.    
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 H I G H W O O D  P U B L I C  L I B R A R Y  -  N E W S L E T T E R  

 

https://highwoodlibrary.org/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Newsletter%20des.pdf
https://highwoodlibrary.org/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Newsletter%20des.pdf
http://highwoodlibrary.org/
https://highwoodlibrary.org/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Newsletter%20des.pdf
https://highwoodlibrary.org/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Newsletter des.pdf


City Hall  

Hours of Operation 
Monday -  Friday 

8:30 AM -  4:30 PM 
 

City Offices will be closed Monday, September 4, 

in observance of Labor Day and Thursday,           
November 23,  Thanksgiving and Friday,  

November 24, Turkey Sandwich Day.  We wish 

you safe and happy holidays. 
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 H I G H W O O D  L I B R A R Y  —  C O N T I N U E D  

 C O N T A C T  I N F O R M A T I O N  

City of Highwood 

17 Highwood Ave 

Highwood, IL 60040 

Phone: 847.432.1924 

Fax: 847.432.0735 

info@cityofhighwood.org  

www.cityofhighwood.org 

Facebook.com/cityofhighwood 

https://highwoodlibrary.org/
https://highwoodlibrary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/cityofhighwood/
http://www.cityofhighwood.org/
http://www.cityofhighwood.org/
https://www.facebook.com/cityofhighwood/

