COURTESY INFORMATION
FOR RESEARCH ON
OBJECTIONS TO NOMINATION PAPERS (10ILCS 5/10-8)

This packet does not constitute a legal opinion or direction on the completeness or sufficiency
of an objector's petition to a candidate's nominating papers.

CLERK LEGAL REVIEW PROHIBITED:

The Clerk serves as the Chair of the Electoral Board, the legal entity that hears objections. Therefore, the Clerk's
Office and staff cannot give legal advice as to the legality or completeness of nomination petitions and/or
objector's petition. Candidates and Objectors are urged to seek their own legal counsel.

TIMEFRAME:
Within 5 business days of the last day to file nomination petitions.

PLACE TO FILE:

Objections are filed in the same office in which the original nomination petition papers were filed (i.e. Filed with
Clerk, objection filed with Clerk; Filed with State Board of Elections, objection filed with State Board of Elections,
etc.). The Objector’s Petition shall be filed together with 2 copies thereof. Objection petitions that do not include
2 copies thereof shall not be accepted.

CONTENTS OF OBJECTOR'S PETITION:

The objector's petition shall give the objector's name and residence address and shall state fully the nature
of the objections to nomination papers or petitions in question, and shall state the interest of the objector and
shall state what relief is requested of the electoral board.

The Objector's Name and Address: Must be properly qualified (i.e. registered voter from the appropriate
district).

Nature of Objection: State clearly and concisely if issue of fact and/or law; if based on statute, cite
provision.

State Interest of the Objector: Generally, objector "wishes to see that election laws are upheld and that
only properly qualified candidates appear on the ballot.”

Relief Requested: Generally, to have the candidate's name not appear on the ballot.

CUSTOMARY FORMAT:
Objector's petitions customarily have a heading which sets forth the identity of the electoral board, the objector,
the candidate, the office sought, and the election in question. It is a common practice for the objector's petition
to be verified or sworn to.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONTACT:

State Board of Elections www.elections.il.gov
2329 S. MacArthur Blvd., Springfield, IL 62704 (217) 782-4141
100 W. Randolph, Suite 14-100, Chicago, IL 60601 (312) 814-6440

Attach - 10ILCS 5/10-8



10 ILCS 5/10-8) (from Ch. 46, par. 10-8)

Sec. 10-8. Certificates of nomination and nomination papers, and petitions to submit
public questions to a referendum, being filed as required by this Code, and being in
apparent conformity with the provisions of this Act, shall be deemed to be valid unless
objection thereto is duly made in writing within 5 business days after the last day for
filing the certificate of nomination or nomination papers or petition for a public
question, with the following exceptions:

A. In the case of petitions to amend Article IV of the Constitution of the
State of Illinois, there shall be a period of 35 business days after the last day for the
filing of such petitions in which objections can be filed.

B. In the case of petitions for advisory questions of public policy to be submitted to
the voters of the entire State, there shall be a period of 35 business days after the last
day for the filing of such petitions in which objections can be filed.

Any legal voter of the political subdivision or district in which the candidate or public
question is to be voted on, or any legal voter in the State in the case of a proposed
amendment to Article IV of the Constitution or an advisory public question to be submitted
to the voters of the entire State, having objections to any certificate of nomination or
nomination papers or petitions filed, shall file an objector's petition together with 2
copies thereof in the principal office or the permanent branch office of the State Board of
Elections, or in the office of the election authority or local election official with whom
the certificate of nomination, nomination papers or petitions are on file. Objection
petitions that do not include 2 copies thereof, shall not be accepted. In the case of
nomination papers or certificates of nomination, the State Board of Elections, election
authority or local election official shall note the day and hour upon which such objector's
petition is filed, and shall, not later than 12:00 noon on the second business day after
receipt of the petition, transmit by registered mail or receipted personal delivery the
certificate of nomination or nomination papers and the original objector's petition to the
chairman of the proper electoral board designated in Section 10-9 hereof, or his authorized
agent, and shall transmit a copy by registered mail or receipted personal delivery of the
objector's petition, to the candidate whose certificate of nomination or nomination papers
are objected to, addressed to the place of residence designated in said certificate of
nomination or nomination papers. In the case of objections to a petition for a proposed
amendment to Article IV of the Constitution or for an advisory public question to be
submitted to the voters of the entire State, the State Board of Elections shall note the
day and hour upon which such objector's petition is filed and shall transmit a copy of the
objector's petition by registered mail or receipted personal delivery to the person
designated on a certificate attached to the petition as the principal proponent of such
proposed amendment or public question, or as the proponents' attorney, for the purpose of
receiving notice of objections. In the case of objections to a petition for a public
question, to be submitted to the voters of a political subdivision, or district thereof,
the election authority or local election official with whom such petition is filed shall
note the day and hour upon which such objector's petition was filed, and shall, not later
than 12:00 noon on the second business day after receipt of the petition, transmit by
registered mail or receipted personal delivery the petition for the public question and the
original objector's petition to the chairman of the proper electoral board designated in
Section 10-9 hereof, or his authorized agent, and shall transmit a copy by registered mail
or receipted personal delivery, of the objector's petition to the person designated on a
certificate attached to the petition as the principal proponent of the public question, or
as the proponent's attorney, for the purposes of receiving notice of objections.

The objector's petition shall give the objector's name and residence address, and shall
state fully the nature of the objections to the certificate of nomination or nomination
papers or petitions in question, and shall state the interest of the objector and shall
state what relief is requested of the electoral board.

The provisions of this Section and of Sections 10-9, 10-10 and 10-10.1 shall also apply
to and govern objections to petitions for nomination filed under Article 7 or Article 8,
except as otherwise provided in Section 7-13 for cases to which it is applicable, and also
apply to and govern petitions for the submission of public questions under Article 28.

(Source: P.A. 98-691, eff. 7-1-14.)



